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Naturalism is the belief that nature is 
all that exists

• What is nature? Magnetic fields?  Quantum 
wavefunctions?  10-dimensional strings?

• How do we know that nature is all that exists?

Entry points for further discussion:

• Abstract objects
• Moral truths
• Laws of logic
• Propositions

• Mathematics
• Kalam
• Miracle claims
• Consciousness



Relativism is the belief that good and 
evil are social constructs

• How do we know that objective moral values 
and duties do not exist?

• Is social outrage consistent with moral 
relativism?

Entry points for further discussion:

• Is-ought distinction
• Problems of group selection
• Moral emotion
• Moral reflection
• ‘Immorality’ of religion
• Truth-seeking as a moral imperative



Scientism is the belief that science is 
the only way to know truth

Science is the only 
way to know truth

Do you know 
that truth 
through science?



Pluralism is the belief that all religions 
are equally true
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Intellectual pride: we often assume that expertise 
in one area entails expertise in all areas

I’m sorry, I can’t hear you over the 

sound of how awesome I am



Cultural pressure: academia is generally hostile 
towards -and suspicious of- evangelical Christianity

Tobin and Weinberg, Religious Beliefs Behavior of College Faculty  (2007).



Cultural pressure: academia is generally hostile 
towards -and suspicious of- evangelical Christianity

Yancey, Youtube video: “Anti-Christian Bias in Academia and Beyond” (2013).



Self-sufficiency: success hardens us 
against grace
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The God who is there: If the biblical God 
exists, then the implications are drastic



The Kalam cosmological argument

P1. Everything that begins to exist has a cause 
for its existence
P2. The universe began to exist
C. Therefore, the universe had a cause for its 
existence

God is our Creator and therefore deserves 
our honor and worship



The teleological argument

P1. If an object displays design, it requires a 
designer
P2. The universe displays design
C. Therefore, the universe requires a designer

God is our designer and therefore is the 
author of our lives’ purpose



The moral argument

P1. If God does not exist, then objective moral 
facts do not exist
P2. Objective moral facts exist
C. Therefore, God exists

God is the ground of the moral law and 
therefore must be the basis of our moral life



Lewis’ Trilemma confronts us with the central 
question of Christianity: who is Jesus?
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The gospel itself provides an 
existential argument for Christianity



The doctrine of sin

"The LORD saw that the wickedness of 
man was great in the earth, and that 
every intention of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually." - Gen. 6:5

"Against you, you only, have I sinned 
and done what is evil in your sight... 
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 
and in sin did my mother conceive me." 
- Psalm 51:4-5

"None is righteous, no, not one; no one 
understands; no one seeks for God. All 
have turned aside; together they have 
become worthless; no one does good, not 
even one." - Rom. 3:10-12 

The biblical view of sin:



The doctrine of salvation

The biblical view of salvation:

"God shows his love for us in that while 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us." -

Rom. 5:8

"But God, being rich in mercy, because of 

the great love with which he loved us, 

even when we were dead in our trespasses, 

made us alive together with Christ—by 

grace you have been saved” - Eph. 2:4-5

"For the Son of Man came to seek and to 

save the lost.”- Luke 19:10
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Live out the gospel



Never jeopardize credibility



Always point to Jesus


